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Archives. 
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ly History Month. Check out 
our scheduled events.  
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York. 

¶ Discover whatôs been  
happening in the Archives. 

NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST 

It feels like the summer issue was just published yesterday and here I am writing for 
the fall issue!  As always, I hope this issue finds you and your family well during these 
unprecedented times. While 2020 has been challenging, it is giving us all a lesson in 
flexibility and patience.  

The Archives continues to adapt to the ongoing pandemic to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of our patrons and employees. Our reading room is currently open by ap-
pointment to only one person at a time. While in the reading room, patrons are re-
quired to wear a mask along with nitrile gloves (we have nitrile gloves on hand).  While 
we realize that many of our patrons enjoy working on their genealogy with other family 
members or friends, this is not currently possible in our small reading room. The safety 
of our patrons and staff are of utmost importance and we will continue to operate in 
this manner as long as there is an ongoing health emergency. We are still processing 
record requests through the window in our entry way during our normal business 
hours (Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 4:30 PM). Please note, that we are currently UNABLE 
to provide genealogical, property, or other extensive research. 

As we adapt to the way in which we make records and programs available to the public, 
I am happy to announce that our educational programs have all been video recorded 
and are now available on our website. If you are a teacher or parent needing some edu-
cational material for your classroom or child, everything you need for our educational 
programs is available to you online. In addition to the educational programs, there are 
also a variety of childrenôs activities available for you to download. Feel free to check 
out both our Educator and Student Resource pages 
for additional information.  

 
Before I close, I just want to remind everyone that 
numerous Greene County records are available on 
FamilySearch and our FLICKR page. In addition to 
these two great resources, we also share some type 
of record daily on our social media pages and our 
weekly blog, ñOut of the Clock Towerò. If you have-
nôt already, be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twit-
ter, Instagram, and YouTube. Archivesô staff are 
working hard to provide you with access to numer-
ous Greene County records and also sharing long 
forgotten stories of past Greene County residents.  
 

Until next time, 

Robin Heise 
Greene County Records Manager & Archivist  

 

https://www.co.greene.oh.us/1079/Educator-Resources
https://www.co.greene.oh.us/1092/Student-Resources
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/127695569@N06/collections
https://www.co.greene.oh.us/Blog.aspx?CID=1
https://www.facebook.com/GreeneCountyArchives/
https://twitter.com/GreeneCoArchive
https://twitter.com/GreeneCoArchive
https://www.instagram.com/gcarchives/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmFCRaYarNsP0tpLa-Q5gGA


FAVORITE RECORDðPETITION FOR PARTITION 
BY: JOAN DONOVAN 

  

н Showcases the names and ages of  William Wattsô children (Greene County Common Pleas Record I, pg. 556) 

Petition for Partition Record (Greene County Common Pleas Record I, pg. 556) 

If you like puzzles, you know they can be both fun and frustrating.  Some of the pieces fit together easily, some pieces are difficult to find.  

Genealogy is like a puzzle, and records are like the pieces of a puzzle.  Some records are easy to find, some are more difficult, and some 

seem to be totally missing.  How do you complete a puzzle without that missing piece?  How do you make that family connection without 

that missing record?  Sometimes, the answer to the last question turns out to be my favorite record, a Petition for Partition. 

A Petition for Partition is a court record.  It can be found in early Common Pleas Record books.  One definition of a partition is ña division 

between several persons of property which belongs to them as co-owners; it may be compulsory (judicial) or voluntary.ò (Blackôs Law Dic-

tionary, Fifth Edition)  A Petition for Partition may occur when someone dies intestate (without a Will), has surviving heirs, and died own-

ing real property (land).  The petitioner asks the court to partition/divide the property for the heirs.  The heirs may include the widow and 

the children, and sometimes the grandchildren, of the deceased.  One (or more) of the family members will be the petitioner while the oth-

er family members are the defendants.   

One of the great things about a Petition to Partition for a genealogist is that the heirs are all named:  the widow, the sons, the daughters, 

and also the daughtersô husbands. Grandchildren can also be named if a son or daughter was predeceased (died before the parent).  As a 

bonus, the county/state where each one lived is provided. 

In the early part of the nineteenth century in Ohio, there were no birth records, and marriage records did not include parentsô names.  So, 

without a birth record, and with a marriage record with only the coupleôs names, how do you prove that this Mary Smith who married 

James Johnson is the daughter of this John Smith?  A Petition to Partition can be that proof, a record that provides a link between a par-

ent and a child.   

So, if you have a missing link in your genealogy, check court records!  Perhaps you will find a Petition to Partition, your missing piece of 
the puzzle. 

 


